
History of the Edgerton Fire Department 

EMS History 

 

The Edgerton Ambulance Service was established in 1970. It was originally founded by Jim Neal and 

Gene Gruna.  Prior to that, ambulance transportation was done by Bruni Funeral Home (Jerry Bruni, 

owner).  
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Jim Neal was also on the Edgerton Fire Department as were several staff members of the ambulance 

service.  According to a UW-Madison research group in 1975, “the two emergency groups have both the 

mutual workers and services to give Edgerton above average service for a community the size of 

Edgerton” (Edgerton Reporter, May 8, 1975).  All 22 of the members of the ambulance service in 1975 

were certified in Red Cross emergency care and nine were certified Emergency Medical Technicians 

(EMT). 

   

 

Initially the members of the ambulance service were trained in Red Cross CPR and First Aid procedures, 

which included topics such as splinting, controlling bleeding and basic first aid.  There were no 

medications and no monitors. In the early 1970s the Emergency Medical Technician training and 

certification was developed. By 1975 the Edgerton Ambulance Service had 9 of its 22 members certified 

as Emergence Medical Technicians. 
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Members of the Edgerton Ambulance Service in the May 8, 1975, issue of the Edgerton Reporter: 

 

 

In 1977, the owners of the Edgerton Ambulance Service decided they could no longer run the service 

equitably due to operating costs and government regulations so they sold the service to Kutz Ambulance 

Service out of Fort Atkinson. Both Neal and Gruna were volunteers for the Edgerton Ambulance Service 

with full-time jobs elsewhere and as the service grew it took more and more of their time. Kutz 

Ambulance Service was originally owned by Jerry Kutz, then later sold in 1989 to Scott Moran, who 

continued the use of the Kutz Ambulance name.  
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From the March 24, 1977, issue of The Edgerton Reporter: 

 

Gail Ninmer was in the first group of women to work for the ambulance service in Edgerton.  Seven (?) 

women completed their EMT training in 1977 (1978?), and started volunteering.  She had been working 

in the Emergency Room at Edgerton Hospital, and was often there when the ambulance service brought 

patients to the ER.  She would kiddingly ask “When are you going let me be on [the ambulance 

service]?” So when the opportunity came, she was one of the first to join. 

Gail enjoyed the adrenalin rush and trying to figure out was wrong with patients.  She found the work 

exciting and challenging. She then took a job in the trauma center at UW Hospital in Madison. This gave 

her the unique perspective of seeing both sides of care—from the care on the scene by the EMTs to the 

care in the Trauma Center.   

She admits it was tough being one of the first women in a typically male job. The men expected the 

women to be emotional and not be able to handle the situations, but she took on the challenge and 

earned the respect of the male members. 
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During her years of service she watched the ambulance service evolve from just transporting patients in 

the back of a station wagon to providing a broad range of medical care.  Her son has followed in her 

footsteps and also became an EMT with the Edgerton Fire Protection District. 

Jim Neal’s wife, Mary Margaret, was also a nurse who became a certified EMT and served for 10 years 

on the ambulance service. 

 

 

Kutz provided ambulance service until November, 1998, when it was sold to AMR.  AMR initially offered 

several options to the District, from a fully-staffed basic life support ambulance to providing an EMT to 

support a District volunteer-staffed ambulance.  AMR was not interested in the contract to provide 

services to Edgerton, so they notified the city they would need to find another service. They provided 

service for a few months until a replacement was found. 
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In 1998 Curtis Ambulance was contracted to provide emergency medical services for Edgerton Fire 

Protection District, replacing AMR.  

 

(Edgerton Reporter, May 25, 2005) 
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In May, 2008, Curtis celebrated EMS week by celebrating 10 years in Edgerton and moving to a larger 

location at 515 W. Fulton Street, which was an old tobacco warehouse.  

 

(Edgerton Reporter, May 21, 2008) 
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(Edgerton Reporter, May 14, 2008) 

 

 

In October, 2008, Curtis nearly doubled their fee to the Edgerton Fire Protection District from $106,000 

in 2008 to $199,000 for 2009.  At the same time, Curtis was having legal troubles because the son of the 

owner who had taken over in 2006, was being sued for selling his brother’s trust fund’s shares in Curtis 

and using the money to buy more of his own shares in Curtis, giving him more control of the company.  
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From the October 8, 2008, issue of the Edgerton Reporter:

 

From the December 3, 2008, issue of the Edgerton Reporter: 
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The District looked at other options and decided to add their own ambulances and EMTs to provide 

emergency medical services.  

      

(Edgerton Reporter, February 4, 2009,     May 27, 2009) 

 

 

They started their new service on June 22, 2009, and hired three EMTs to their paid staff. David J. 

Fonder was hired as the new director of emergency medical services, and Cindy Kirby was named 

assistant director. Kirby had worked for Curtis the previous nine years in the Edgerton area.  Fonder had 

been a paramedic-EMT for Paratech Ambulance Service in the Milwaukee area, as well as a volunteer on 

Grafton and Thiensville fire/rescue departments. Brennan Rousch, a current Curtis employee, was the 

third EMT hired. 
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In 2018, Deputy Chief Jason Russ investigated the possibility of becoming a paramedic level service and 

made the necessary arrangements to do so.  While large cities like Madison and Janesville had 

paramedic ambulances, they were also close to large hospitals.  Rural areas were actually more in need 

of paramedics because of the time to get to remote locations and transport to a trauma hospital. 

Effective January 1, 2019, EFPD was certified to start providing paramedic level service. From the 

November 14, 2018 Edgerton Reporter: 

 


